






























































Having literally come to the end of this perhaps too long (and costly) report,
space has run out for other news I would liked to have included: such as an
extremely interesting long photo article titled "Women Spies for the OSs"
(about French female Tourist Missions in the 7th Army) written, but Jjust
published (World War II July, 1997 Magazine) by early assistant to General
Donovan, then civilian SI with Henry Hyde, Wayne Nelson, the 1late actor,
playwright writer father of LD Rae K. Nelson -- who after 8 years in White
House Policy Office and 3 years in US Chamber of Commerce is now a Work Force
Development Consultant.... also the in-depth NY Times article, June 1l1th, on
our distinguished MO VSS‘’er Paul Mellon’s 90th Birthday that tells of his
passion for art, literature, horses and polished engines" and as "a longtime
champion of culture" his extensive help to museums and wordsmiths both in the
US and England.... and the 1945 photo and caption (sent us by Leif Oistad) of
the RYPE GROUP and their Norwegian Commando colleagues (the better part of a
page to do it justice).

As we are co-celebrating our VSS 50th year with that of the CIA, I know you
join me in wishing the new Director, George Tenet God speed. I hope he will be
able to reform/revitalize the Agency to an updated version of its original
concept.... And, in a more personal way, I hope, with our transition into a
Society, that one or more Lineal Descendants will come forward to take over our
organization -~ in NY City (where we now have good pro bono office facilities
with the Donovan Law Firm), or elsewhere as our databases can travel/operate
(or co-operate) anywhere (e.g. Washington).

It has been 20 years since I was asked by our late colleagues Casey, Deak, Hyde
and Shaheen to help revitalize VSS and I can happily report that this has been
done. But I’m beginning to run out of gas (and frankly, also out of funds --
as I’ve been serving (except for out-of-pocket expenses) pro bono during all
this time). It is time for me to retire to counsel our upcoming Society
administrators. And I feel the time is now also right to relaunch our Donovan
Fellowships (especially as the UN’s new Director is reorganizing its
operations) and find a younger, but recognizably experienced new Chair to take
over the revitalization of the Donovan Memorial Foundation and this it’s most
important objective.

As I wrote you in my 1996 Interim (page 19), we should keep alive that
something special that we all shared and each 0SS’er did in WW II, as LD
Camille Rossetti Gresalfi, when upgrading her Membership put it: "I feel
strongly that the legacy of my father, Stephan O. Rossetti, be continued in our
organization. All daughters are proud of their fathers, but I feel
exceptionally proud of all my father achieved working with and leading Italian
Partisans during World War II.... Several years ago I traveled through Italy,
following the path my father took. What impressed me most were the stories I
heard of what he did to enhance the lives of those touched, providing not only
leadership but food, shelter, and clothing for the families of his men.... And
how much his men admired his leadership by example, never putting his men in
more danger than he was willing to accept himself.... It is with great pride
that I become a Life Time Member of the organization that honors all those
members of O0SS.".... And that is the purpose of the Society: to preserve and
continue the traditions and spirit we have kept alive and developed. The
traditions of Awarding the Donovan Medal, the Award of Excellence (to a peer-
chosen Member of the Special Operations Command) and our Regional, National and
International Get-Togethers as well as the spirit of our motto (see page 1) of
Ingenuity and Daring that we high-tuned in wartime for our descendants to carry
on (hopefully without Sub Rosa) to their own advantages in the future.

In conclusion, it is my heartful hope that all of you will help in whatever way

you can to help launch and maintain our Society of 0SS for it to be able to
perpetuate into the future all we hold dear from our 0SS experiences.

Wodi ol Ak Wb,
<[ Fowes.
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