





Book Notes

Whilein X-2, Cutler analyzed the super-secret Ultra
intercepts and dispatched agentsinto Germany. Cutler pro-
vides an insightful overview of OSS operations during
WWII and their contribution to the Allies' victory. He dso
describestherole of OSS and its temporary successor the
SSU in the postwar occupation of Germany. Cutler’sfirst
job after the German surrender was to interview Allan
Dulles’ wartime sources inside Germany.

Cutler isaretired lawyer living in Milwaukee. After
graduating from Y de Law School, heworked for Mg. Gen.
William Donovan's New York law firm before serving in
theU.S. Army Air Forces. (Brassey’sInc.)

A LifeWithout Borders: A Memoire
by Maurits E. Eldersheim. In this
book, the author recals his remark-
able journey through life, starting in
the Netherlandswhen Hitler wascom-
ing into power, escape to the United
States when persecution of the Jewsin Europe sarted, and
later his work with OSS during the war years. He comes

from a Dutch Jewish family of bankers, manufacturers,
and global planners. He brought his expertise to R&A
when he joined OSS. His account of his invaluable in-
put into operations involving the Netherlands makes in-
teresting reading. It isan area of OSS activitiesin that
vital area of wartime Europe that has not been ad-
equately covered to date. After apostwar career in glo-
bal investing, Mr. Eldersheim remains, in his eighties,
active in international money management. He is also
active in economic issues facing Isragl. (John Glick)

The Literary Spy: the Ultimate
Sourcebook for Quotationson Espio-
nage and I ntelligence, compiled by
CharlesE. Lathrop (the pseudonym for
aCIA analyst and speechwriter for a
DCl). This is a delightful compila-
tion of more than 3000 quotations from sources ranging
from the Bible to spy novels and declassified government
documents. It isaserious source text, sprinkled generoudly
with great humor. (Yale University Press)

Wartime Exploits of OSS Jed
Revealed in New Publication

or nearly 45 years, Lucien Lajeunesse of

Plainfield, Conn. kept his heroic exploits during World
War Il to himself. Even his close friends knew few details
of how he worked behind German lines for four months
with French Resistance fightersto disrupt the German war
effort following the D-Day invasion. But he is about to
receive national exposure.

Laeunesse' s battlefield experiences will be included
in a book by historian Colin Beavan, to be published next
year by Viking-Penguin Books. “I was encouraged by of-
ficials of the Centra Intelligence Agency to tell my expe-
riences during thewar,” Lgeunesse said. His effortswere
of particular interest to the agency because he served with
the OSS. L g eunesse said he was sel ected for the OSS be-
cause he spoke fluent French. After more than eight months
of grueling training he was deployed to the European the-
ater during the Normandy invasion.

Lajeunesse, aradio operator in athree-man Jedburgh
team, spent four months behind enemy lines carrying out
hit-and-run attacks on convoys, destroying bridges and
disrupting German communications. Capture would have
meant instant death. Each member of the unit carried a
cyanide or L pill taped to his uniform to use if captured.
Thelethal pill wastheir defense againgt being tortured and
divulging crucid information to the Germans. “| used to
practicewith an aspirin,” Lajeunesserecaled. “ Thank God,
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| never had to take the red pill.”

He recalled one instance when he was broadcasting
information from the basement of a home in the French
countryside. Ashetransmitted hisreport he heard thedrone
of a dive bomber approaching. Realizing his radio fre-
guency was being targeted, Lajeunesse dove through a
window to escape the house only seconds before a bomb
shattered the building.

After the Allied armies bypassed his position,
Lajeunesse and his unit returned to England. He was | ater
awarded the French Croix de Guerre. He spent the rest of
the war in Fort Benning, Ga., where he helped train 445
OSSersin commo procedures.

Board Encourages Formation of
Additional OSS Chapters

he OSS Society Board of Directorsat its October meet-

ing encouraged formation of additional chapters of
the OSS Society. Any group of members of the society
who believe they can organize such a chapter should con-
tact Mg. Gen. John K. Singlaub USA (Ret.) a P.O. Box
2603, Arlington, VA 22202. The chapter should consist of
at least 40 OSS vets and lineal descendants living within a
defined area. Gen. Singlaub is prepared to let you know
what you can do to obtain the necessary approvals by the
Board of Directors for your new chapter. Anyone inter-
ested in forming aloca chapter can also contact Charles
Pinck at osssociety@aol.com for further details.
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In Memoriam

Lee H. Clayman, 80, passed away in Albu-
querque, N.M. Nov. 10, 2004. He was born in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. During WWII, heserved inthe Army’s
itefirst regular dl-parachutetactical outfit, the 501st
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion. After being wounded during the D-Day inva
sion of Normandy, Leejoined The Office of Stra-
tegic Services. When the U.S. Army specia
forces was formed in 1952, he joined the 10th
Specia Forces Group. Later, he went on to
serve in the Fifth Specia Forces Group in
Vietnam. Heretired fromthe U.S. Army
after 29 years of service. Among Lee's
many decorations are the Silver Star and
Bronze Star awardsfor heroism and the
Purple Heart for wounds received in
combat.

Edward Toner Cone, musicologist,
pianist, and composer was born in Greens-
boro, N.C. May 4, 1917. He was Professor,
Department of Music, Princeton University
from 1960 to 1985 and Andrew D. White Pro-
fessor-at-Large, Cornell University from 1979
t01985. Hedied in Princeton, N.J, Oct 23, 2004.

Cone served with OSS during WWII.

Mary A. (Donovan) Corvo, 87, wife of
the late Max Corvo passed away Nov. 24, 2004
inMiddletown, Conn. Sheissurvived by her three
children and seven grandchildren. She enlisted
in the U.S. Army in 1943 where she was trans-
ferred to the Office of Strategic Services. She
served in the OSS office in London, England during
WWII and returned to the United States to attend Of -
ficers Candidate School. She achieved the rank of 1st
Lieutenant and was named to head the Review Office
of Awards and Decorations under the direction of Gen-
erd William “Wild Bill” Donovan (no direct relation)
in Washington, D.C.

In 1945 she met and married Mgjor Max (Biagio)
Corvo who had served as Chief of Operations of the
Secret Intelligence Section for OSS Italy from 1942 to
1945. After the war they moved to Rome, Italy and
established an international business-consulting firm.
They returned to Middletown in 1948 where they es-
tablished The Middletown Bulletin, Inc., a newspaper
publishing company that published anumber of weekly
bi-lingua Itdian and English newspapers in Connecti-
cut. In 1962 she moved with her husband to Catania,
Italy where they worked until 1967. In Italy, Mary
Corvo was actively involved in the American Friends
Services Organization, which engaged in numerous
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@ chaitable activities within the community. Po-
litically active upon their return to the United
States, Mary Corvo worked with her husband to
help establish an effective Republican Party or-
ganization in the Middletown community.
Stephen Dedijer, 92, founder of the Re-
search Policy Institute, at Sweden’s Lund Uni-
vergty, died June 14, 2004 in Dubrovnik, Croatia
He did pioneering work in business intelligence,
on which he published more than 250 academic
papers. Born in Sargjevo, Dedijer spent much of
his early childhood on the run. His father be-
longed to the inner circle of the Black Hand, the
Serbian organization behind the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand |1, which triggered the
Firg World War.
Dedijer went to school in Rome and
Princeton University, where he read mathemati-
cal physics. He then moved to Pittsburgh and for
eight years edited a communist weekly targeted
at Western Pennsylvania's large population of
Serbian steelworkers. At the start of the Second
World War be joined the OSS. His communist
sympathies and early cooperation with the KGB
meant that he did not last long. Dedijer then en-
rolledinthe U.S. Army, served with 101t Airborne
Divison as bodyguard to the divison commander.
He later worked for Generd Tito in Yugodavia
Jordan C. Gallos, 82, passed away sud-
denly Oct. 11, 2004, at his home in Sparta, N.C.
Mr. Gallos was born Aug. 26, 1922, in
Cleveland,Ohio. He and his family moved to Winston-
Sadlem. He was a member and past-president of the
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. He attended
Reynolds High School and N.C. State University, stud-
ied architecture and fine arts and played saxophone
with various bands. He volunteered in the U.S. Army
and honorably served as a member of the Office of
Strategic Servicesin World War |1 as a cartographer.

Harry E. Johns died August 14, 2004, in
Tavares, Fla. just four days before his 85th birthday.
During World War 11, he was an operative for the Of-
fice of Strategic Services serving in Burma, Chinaand
India He earned numerous medals including the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross with three oak clusters, two
Bronze Service Stars, an Air Medal with clusters and
was recognized by the Emperor of China for training
Chinese paratroopers. Hewas alife member of the 101
Association.

Whether driving acar or flying aplane, Norbert
R. Kazmier loved the sense of freedom, the feeling of
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In Memoriam

control hefelt every time he got behind thewhed. “His
love for cars goes al the way back to the first time he
ever laid eyes on one,” said his childhood sweetheart
and wife of 56 years, Va. Mr. Kazmier, 80, of Glen
Ellyn, Ill. former owner of Kazmier Lincoln-Mercury
in Lombard and Kazmier Volkswagen of Downers
Grove, died Tuesday, Oct. 12, in Advocate Good Sa-
maritan Hospita. In World War 1, Mr. Kazmier, at
age 19, joined the Army as a paratrooper with OSS.
He participated in more than 30 campaigns in Eu-
rope and Africa.

Anna M. Kwedar, 91, of Springfield, Ill., for-
merly of Washington D.C., died Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2004,
at St. Joseph’'s Home. She was born April 12, 1913.
Miss Kwedar graduated from Pana High School and
attended Bradley University in Peoria. She was em-
ployed by the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
in 1940 and the Office of Strategic Services.

Wilfred “ Alkie” Lailesdied October 5, 2004 in
Denver, Cal. A veteran of WWII, hefought inthe Béttle
of the Bulge. His unit was one of the first to cross the
bridge a Remagen into Germany. His unit liberated
the infamous death camp at Dachau. He was one of
only two New Mexicans who served with the Office of
Strategic Services. He fought with the Belgian and
French underground.

Maynard W. Mewis, 84, died Dec. 11, 2004 just
short of his 85th birthday in Mineral Point, Wis. Dur-
ing World War 1l he was assigned to the Signa Corps
at Fort Monmouth N.J. where he caught cryptography.
He later served with OSS in Africa and throughout the
Middle East. After the war he worked for the Internal
Revenue Service, later setting up his own tax account-
ing service.

George H. O’'Connor Jr., 85, an advertising
agency director and coordinator of special events, died
Oct. 2 a Georgetown University Hospita in D.C. He
graduated from Gonzaga College High School and
Georgetown University. He joined the Navy during
World War Il and served with the OSS. O’ Connor was
fluent in Spanish, Italian and French and could aso
speak German and Arabic.

James Ball Opsata, 96, who worked for theU.S.
Information Agency from 1953 to 1968 and who later
co-owned an antique shop in Annapolis, died Nov. 14
in Silver Spring. Mr. Opsatawas a native of St. Joseph,
Mich., and a graduate of what is now Western Michi-
gan University. Hereceived amaster’ sdegreein public
affairsfrom American University. During WWII hewas
acting personnel director of the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices from 1942 to 1943. He served in the Navy as an
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intelligence officer in Brazil for the rest of the war.

Dr. Arthur H. Robinson, 89, ageographer who
improved on the venerable Mercator projection for
drawing the round earth on aflat map, died Oct.10 in
Madison, Wis. His desath, after a brief illness, was an-
nounced by the University of Wisconsin where he was
an emeritus professor of geography and cartography.
During WWII Dr. Robinson was director of the map
division of the Office of Strategic Services.

Shirley S. Rosenblatt, 83, passed away August 5,
2004 in Woodlands, Tex. Shemarried Ledie Rosenblatt
(Ma., USAFR) and worked for the Office of Strategic
Servicesduring World Wer 11. Shewasalifetime mem-
ber of the Military Officers Association and amember
of The OSS Society. She supported various World War
I1 memoria groups and other veterans programs, as
well as numerous environmental and wildlife organi-
zations.

Harry Schwartz, 85, an editorid writer for The
New York Timesfrom 1951 to 1979 and a specidistin
Soviet and East European affairs died of heart failure
at hishomein New Rochelle N.Y. In a career that be-
ganin World War |1 and spanned nearly half a century,
Mr. Schwartz was a government economist, amilitary
intelligence analyst, a professor of economics and in-
ternational affairs at severa universities and the au-
thor of 22 books and thousands of editorials and inter-
pretive articles for The New York Times.

He was drafted into the Army in 1943 and after
basic training was transferred to the OSS and sent to
Europe as a specialist in Soviet economic intelligence.
He taught himself Russian during his tour oversees.
He was discharged as afirst lieutenant in 1945.

At just over five feet tall, Cpl. Hercules
Sembrakis wasn't much larger than the bazooka he
toted through the mountains of Nazi-occupied Greece
in the summer of 1944. His work with that wesapon,
though, helped save the lives of 200 refugees under
fire from German troops, who were beaten back by
Mr. Sembrakis unit of atop-secret U.S. military opera-
tives, hiscommanding officer remembered. “ Hewasvery
short, but rugged-tough,” Mr. Sembrakis commander,
Captain John Giannaris. “He could endure.” Five months
after receiving the Bronze Star for his World War 11
heroism, Mr. Sembrakis, 88, died of leukemia, Sept.
10, 2004 in his Chicago home.

A native of Greece, Mr. Sembrakis served be-
hind enemy lines about 90 miles north of Athens for
four monthsin 1944 asamember of the OSS. The unit
blew up thousands of miles of Nazi railroad tracks,
disrupted telegraph service and stdled supply trains
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before the beleaguered German army |eft Greece that
year. Giannaris remembered that the unit’ s greatest act
occurred one hot, bright morning, after the OSS opera-
tives saw about 40 firesin severa Greek hamletsin the
night. “It wasatrue holocaust,” Giannaris said, remem-
bering how villagers ran in the morning light from
shooting Nazis. Mr. Sembrakis and the others attacked
the Nazis from higher ground and whisked the refu-
gees to safety. “We saved those women and children
from death,” Giannaris said. In April, after Giannaris
had worked for several years to gain Bronze Stars for
his men, he pinned the medal on Mr. Sembrakis at a
ceremony in Chicago’s Pritzker Military Library.

Howard Ernest Smith, 84, passed away peace-
fully at home Nov. 2, 2004. During World War 11, Smith
joined the U.S. Army and obtained therank of sergeant,
serving in Newfoundland and India. Asthe war ended,
he was on a mission through India en route to Chinaas
member of the Office of Strategic Services.

John Vincent Truden, formerly of Forest Lake,
Mich., Omaha, Neb. and Marquette, Mich., died Dec.
4, 2004 in Marquette, following a year-long battle with
cancer. John briefly attended the University of Michi-
gan before entering the military service in 1943 during
World Wer I1. John wasin the OSS. He served asara
dio operator and cryptographer in the CBI theater of op-
erations. John received the Bronze Star and Good Con-
duct Medd in addition to the Agdic Pecific Theater Ser-
vice Ribbon and the World War 11 Victory Ribbon.

John Tyson, 100, abrokerage firm executive and
World War Il spymaster, died of kidney falure Sept.
30 at Waverly Heightsin Gladwyne, Pa. Mr. Tyson was
born in Oxford, England. He played football at
Princeton University and dropped out to work on the
docksin Philadel phia and as a fireman on the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad. During World War I1, Mr. Tyson joined
the Army and was assigned to the Office of Strategic
Services. For his services he was awarded the Order of
the British Empire and the Croix de Guerre from the
French government.

G.V. “Bus’ Wadsworth, 86, of Ellenton, N.Y.
died September 4, 2004 after an extended illness. Born
in Mount Upton, N.Y ., he earned a degree in electrical
engineering from the University of Michigan. He served
with OSS Detachment 101. After returning from World
War |1, Bus was co-owner of afamily-owned heating,
plumbing, air-conditioning business. In later years he
was an associate professor of physics and thermody-
namics at the State University of New Y ork.
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Servicesfor CharlesS. (Sam) Walker, Jr., 86, of
Monroe, La were held Dec. 10, 2004 at the First Meth-
odist Church of Monroe. Mr. Waker graduated from
La Tech University in 1941 with a degree in Business
Administration. Hewas president of hissenior classand
was the first president of La. Tech’s chapter of Kappa
Sigma fraternity. He was a WWII veteran of the US
Army, having served with the Army Artillery and later
with the OSSin the Far East.

Robert F. Weingartner, a retired lawyer and
former Greece resident, died Sept. 1 in Rochester, NY.
He had had Parkinson’ s disease since 1987. He grew up
in Rochester’s 19th Ward during the depression and
graduated from West High School. He went on to the
University of Rochester and eventually earned amaster’s
degree in philology in French from the Universite de
Bordeaux. From there he went to Harvard Law Schoal,
graduating in 1941. Mr. Weingartner served during
World War 1l with the Office of Strategic Services.

Maynard W. Wdlls, 81, died December 11, 2004
just short of his 85th birthday in Minera Point, Wis.
During World War |1 he was assigned to the Signal
Corps, Fort Monmouth, N.J. where he taught cryptog-
raphy. He later served with the OSS in Africa and
throughout the Middle East. After the war he worked
for the Interna Revenue Service and later set up his
own tax accounting service.

The deaths of two OSS spouses occurred thisfall.
Edith Gould Martin, wife of Guy Martin, OSS/CBI
died in August at their country residence in Arkville,
N.Y. She attended Barnard College and joined the Navy
during World War 11, later working with ONI. She was
married for 58 years. The couplelived in Washington, D.C.

Another death occurred in October. Frederick B.
M cl ntosh, husband of Elizabeth M cl ntosh, OSS/CBI,
and OSSNewsl etter editor, died of aheart attack in Lees-
burg, Va. Hewas afighter pilot in World Wer 11, with 104
missions over Germany. He later was operations officer
with the Nationd Business Aircraft Association, Wash-
ington. The couple was married for 42 years. They lived
in Leesburg, Va

Correction

The Fal 2004 issue of the Newsl etter incorrectly stated
that Herbert Avedon served in Italy as operational of-
ficer of the 2671st Specia Reconnaissance Battalion.
Herb's correct service in Italy was with Headquarters
Company of Darby’s Rangers. After his service with
the Rangers, Herb wasrecruited by OSS and served with
MO inthe CBI theater.
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Washington Hostess
Gracious to the End

ette Williams Quinn, 86, a hostess and the wife of

Army Lt. Gen. William W. Quinn, died Sept. 26 at
her homein Arlington after a series of strokes. Mrs. Quinn
came to Washington in 1945 with her husband.who played
akey rolein thetransition of the wartime Office of Strate-
gic Services into the Central Intelligence Agency.

Mrs. Quinn was born in Savannah, Ga., the daughter
of adoctor. In her teens, she was named queen of thecity’s
Paper Festival. She graduated from what isnow Armstrong
Atlantic State University in Savannah. After marrying in
1939, she lived on Army posts throughout the world. Her
husband was an intelligence officer and, from 1964 to 1966,
commander of the 7th Army in Germany.

The Washington Post writes: When Bette Williams
Quinn died, sheinsgsted that her family mark the occasion
her way. The mother of writer Sally Quinn and widow of
Army Gen. William “Buffalo Bill” Quinn, Bette banned
any religious observance. She asked to be cremated, her
ashes placed in a Perrier Jouet champagne bottle, and that
buried at Arlington Nationa Cemetery next to her hus-
band. Bette Quinn told her children not to hold a funera
service. Instead, friends were invited to the Georgetown
home of Sally Quinn and Ben Bradlee. The champagne
bottle with Bette' s ashes sat on the mantle as her grandchil-
dren rose to talk about the woman once voted to have the
“best legs in Savannah.” They said none had ever dared to
cdl her “Grandma” Then Sdly Quinn asked the mourners
to raise their champagne glassesin atoast and to join in the
snging of her mother’s favorite song, “Because of You.”

The buffet supper that followed featured Bette's
southern Maryland speciaties—including black-eyed peas
and a spaghetti dish called Johnny Marzetti.

OSS Plaque Available

wo types of OSS stainless-sted plagues are avail-

able for mounting on the wall or for a grave marker.
The flat-backed version is six inches in diameter and is
priced at $95 plus $10 shipping. It can be used as a wall
decoration or a paperweight. The grave marker, designed
with a 24-inch stainless stedl rod and flag holder, costs
$159 plus $20 shipping. To order cal: CR Bronze Works,
at 866-681-3352. The address is 1142 East 135 South,
Lindon, UT 84042. Web ste. www.crbronzeworks.com
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Sam Drakulich Dies:
Hero in OSS-Italy Ops

gm J. Drakulich passed away November 8, 2004 at his
ome in McLean,Virginia He was born Nov. 2, 1920
in Kenelworth, Utah. During WWII First Lieutenant
Drakulich received this Citation For Bronze Star Medal:

“Sam J. Drakulich, 529111, Firgt Lieutenant, Infan-
try, Company D, 2677th Regiment, Office of Strategic Ser-
vices, for heroic achievement in connection with military
operations againgt the enemy in Italy from 21 March to
29 April, 1945.

“As a member of aliaison and operationa team of
five men, First Lieutenant Drakulich parachuted into en-
emy-held territory, near Moritirolo, Italy, where his team
organized the Partisans and harassed the enemy in such a
telling manner that they became the object of an enemy
mopping-up operations. They blew up road 39, at the
ApricaPass, thus closing one main enemy escape route to
the Brenner. Surrounded on the Moritirolo plateau, which
was swept constantly by snow and rain storms, with two
hundred and ten Partisans, they withstood artillery and
mortar fire (with direct hits on the command post) for
twenty days.

“After escaping the prolonged attack of approxi-
mately three thousand of the enemy, First Lieutenant
Drakulich was dispatched by his commanding officer to
aid another Partisan unit, near Monno.Attacked by the
enemy, this unit moved its wounded to a building not
marked by the Red Cross. To divert enemy fire from this
infirmary, First Lt. Drakulich ran from the building through
withering fire and rgjoined his unit. The enemy followed,
but the wounded were saved. In addition to his other
achievements, First Lt. Drakulich disguised as a Polish
patriot, made contact with Todt workers and secured en-
emy fortification plansfor the Tonae Pass, aswell asmuch
other tactical intelligence which proved vauable to the
Fifteenth Army Group and subsequent Allied operations.

“Entered Service from Kimberly, Nevada.”

Burial was held December 20, 2004 in Arlington
National Cemetery, with full military honors.

OSS Memorial Fund

The OSS Society has established amemoria fund to honor
deceased OSS veterans. If you would like to make a tax-
deductible contribution in honor of an OSS veteran, please
send it to the McLean office and include the name of the
veteran you would like to honor.

The OSS Society, Inc.

6723 Whittier Avenue, Suite 303A

McLean, Virginia 22101-4533
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Help Wanted —by OSSersand Others

e Canyou tdl mewhere | can find out more on L eon
Ball? He is in some photographs of the liberation of
Annecy, France, 1944 and is identified as an OSS officer.

Caroline Dyer - GO4BAROAK @aol.com.
* I’maclosed-captioner for History Televisionin Canada.
I’m doing a show on World War I, but | have a big prob-
lem. In the show afew references are made to an Ameri-
can liaison officer for Tito in Yugodavia, who worked for
the OSS and ran supplies to Tito's partisans. His name
is— Lin Farrish—at least that's exactly what it sounds
like. | need to verify the spelling. Does anyone have any
ideawho heis?

“wolfman” wolfspill @yahoo.com
* My nameis Whitney Gafford. | am an eighth grader
from Lorena Middle School in Lorena, Tex. | am putting
together a ten-minute individual performance for the Na
tional History Day comptition. Thisyear’ sthemeis” Com-
municationsin History: The Key to Understanding.” | want
to focus on the involvement of the OSS during World
War |1, especialy the woman'srole. | would redlly love to
ask a few questions to anyone who has a little time and
would be willing to help me create the best project ever.
The OSS is so fascinating. Creating a new way of spying
had to be exciting.

Whitney Gafford,

1260 No. Houston Street, Lorena, Texas 76655

phone 254-857-3506 wag-ken-1@yahoo.com.
e | am trying to research a technical sergeant named
Marlin J. Corne, DET 101. | first purchased the garrison
cap and four-pocket tunic with U.S.-issued CBI patch in
the breast pocket. On the back of the patch on the white
stripeis printed “M.Corne DET 101 OSS’ | have recently
purchased a Burma DET 101 campaign silver bar/medal
from the same person—and | fed it has to go with the
coat. The coat had no sergeant stripes attached or a name
anywhere—the same for the hat. Only a four-ribbon bar,
lapel brass (infantry), atheater-made CBI patch on theleft
shoulder, and a theater Merrill’s Marauders/Mars Task
Force patch on the right, plus ruptured duck.

SteveBalaza - vbalaza@ccr .net
* | am researching information concerning Harrington
and Richardson Arms Co. revolvers used by the OSS
during World War 11. | have found severa listings from
Springfield Arsena that refer to specific revolvers. On
Oct. 3, 1944 thereis alisting for serid number of 508907-
source Operation Eagle. On March 11, 1944 thereisalist-
ing for serial number 509043-source listed as Lieut. C.N.
Fisher. Isthere any way of learning more about Lt. Fisher
and Operation Eagle and what happened to the firearms
assigned to OSS at the end of World War 11?

Bill Goforth bgoforth@ewvl .net.
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e Canyou point mein the right direction for abiography
of adistant relative of mine? Saul K. Padover was with
OSS and a condtitutional scholar in the 50s through 80s,
teaching in New Y ork City. He has an absolutely fascinat-
ing personal history. He lived in Centra Europe at the
turn of the century, spoke many languages and worked in
intelligence/OSS after the Normandy invasion.

Craig Padover, 27 Campbell Ave.

Woodcliff Lake, NJ07677.
* The National Park Service has requested me to write
an historical resource study of the three OSS training
camps in the eastern United Statesin World War I1. They
are Camps A and C in the Chopawamisic Recreational
Demonstration area, now Prince William Forest Park near
Quantico, and Camp C at Catoctin Mountain Park north
of Frederick, Maryland. | have gathered information
through the National Archives records but would aso like
to hear from OSS personnd of their memories or knowl-
edge of these camps.

JohnW. Chambersil, Rutgers State University,

16 Seminary Place, New Brunswick, NJ 0691-1109

(732-932-3813)
* My latefather, Gilbert Simons (1900 to 1973), served
in the OSS in Washington, D.C. from its inception until
the end of World War |1, working with Bill Donovan. |
would be grateful for any information in the OSS archives
that you might have about my father. He was an officer in
the Navy during the war.

Victoria Smons Secunda,. vhsecunda@snet.net
* Myuncle Lt. Melvin Hjeltness, served in the OSS
during World War 11. He spoke Norwegian and | believe
he trained at Camp Hale in Colorado. | think he was in-
volved in missions in France. How can | find out more
information about his OSS service?

Scoppegard@aol .com.
» | amlooking for information on an OSS training project
that occurred off Floridain 1943-44. The project was the
development of radio-controlled vesselsthat could be used
as guided missles against enemy shipping. The merchant
ship SS San Pablo was sunk when another vessel armed
with explosives was guided into her hull and detonated.
This was featured in an OSS training film titled “ Sleeping
Beauty.” The San Pablo wreck is now a popular dive spot
off FHorida

Michael C. Barnette, Shipwrecks of the Sunshine

Sate: Florida’ s Submerged History

http: uwex.us/shipwr eckbook.htm
* | amaresearch scholar working on early “ JE-Land”
operations targeting Soviet zonesin 1944 and 1945. | am
especidly interested in missons originating at Brindis and
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Turkey to support nationalist guerillas in southeastern
Europe.

Dr. Jeffrey Burds, Assoc. Prof. of History (Yale)

jburds@aya.yale.edu
e | amastudent at Mercyhurst College of Erie, Pennsyl-
vania currently enrolled in the Research and Intelligence
Analyst Program (R/IAP). | am taking aHistory of United
States Intelligence course and the final project istherole
of and effectivness of the OSS during World War 1I. |
would like to have more evidence that OSS was essential
for the Allied effort. Is there is any pertinant information
such as statistics, examples or specific case studies?

Matt Talkish,

mtal ki 96@mer cyhurst.edu.
e | amaU.S Air Forceintelligence officer attending the
Joint Military Intelligence Collegein Washington D.C. The
topic | chose to research deals with intelligence oper a-
tionsin China during World War 11. It would be a great
benefit if |1 could talk to any veterans who served in the
intelligencefield in China between the years 1942 and 1947
to gain perspective on intelligence activities and events
leading up to the Communist takeover in 1949.

Capt Seven M. Smith, USAF,

Joint Military Intelligence College,

7838 Butterfield Ln, Annandale, VA 22003

Home: (703) 573-4426

Cell Phone: (202) 256-9314

E-mail: stsmith70@yahoo.com
* My grandfather CharlesLieberfarb passed away last
year and | found some memorabilia from when he served
in OSS London. | was wondering if you had any more
information about his service. | believe he was aradio op-
erator.

Andrew Slverman

andrew_silverman@ml.com

Memoirs of an Odd OSS Odyssey

was a Camp Chenango, Pa. waiting to be shipped to

Europe, when | received orders to report to OSS. The
orders stated that | wasto be assigned to the Reproduction
Branch. | had graduated from Notre Dame about four
months earlier, and knew little about reproduction, except
| heard that it was involved in bringing babies into the
world.

Also, | wasinformed that OSS was some sort of se-
cret organization, and later learned that OSS stood for “ Oh,
So Socia,” and that it was|oaded with Ivy Leaguers. With
that background, | mused over whether | was being as-
signed to a stud farm.
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| was assigned to an editing office. On my first day
in the office, | was sitting at my desk typing, when ayoung
civilian Italian female employee in the same room, jumped
on my lap and began kissng me. Was this the opening
shot of the stud farm? Not long after that | was sent to
Area C which was all male.

From “C” | was sent to Algiers, traveling via
Casablanca on apresidentia planefilled with some people
of note: John Oshorne of Time magazine, and a woman
who later became ambassador to Norway, acouple of gen-
eras, among others. After about three monthsin Algiers|
was sent to OSS at AFFHQ, Casserta, Italy, and worked in
the roya palace.

Six months later my assignment was Rome. Appar-
ently the Italians heard | was moving up the Peninsula,
and decided to surrender. V-E Day followed not long af-
terward, and | was discharged from OSS at the Congres-
sional Country Club. It is good to be back with the old
outfit! Paul A. Fisher, crowkeergh@earthlink.net.

New National Archives Exhibit
Includes OSS Operation

he Nationa Archivesin Washington has dramatically

changed its presentation of its historic collection of
letters, films, maps, recordings, and photographs that are
the underpinnings of American history. The new $7 mil-
lion initiative makes the work of the archives more acces-
sble—and makes history more interesting.

In this 1,100 item display of the more than 10 billion
items housed by the archives, visitors will see and hear,
probably for the first time, such items as a wax cylinder
recording of a campaign speech by Theodore Roosevelt,
ahandwritten text of an 1865 telegram from Abraham Lin-
coln to Gen. Ulysses Grant, and ship records showing the
immigration of Leslie Hope (later entertainer Bob Hope)
from Britain in 1908. The visitor is taken on a backstage
history tour, enhanced by computer technology and care-
ful preservation of unique documents.

Of interest to OSSersis the presentation of the Mo-
rale Operation Cornflake Project. OSS operators prepared
anti-Nazi propaganda designed to break Axis morale
and dropped hundreds of these |eaflets on German rail-
road stations.
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New OSS Society Members

We wel come these OSS vets and lineals who have joined the Society:

RebeccaM. Andros (Kingston, WA)

Alan F. Bda (San Clemente, CA)

Edward Brittenham (Brooklyn, NY)
MyraF. Burton (Rockville, MD)

Dee Ann Cedarleaf (Rockford, IL)

Louie Davis, OSS veteran (Columbus, GA)
Karen Adamson Deloache (Mt. Airy, MD)
JamesR. Dempsey (McLean, VA)

Edward T. Dickinson (Malvern, PA)
James S. Ecker (Terrace Park, OH)
ThomasE. Healey (New York, NY)
William A. Hilsman (Haworth, NJ)

A. GeorgiaHopkins (Dallas, TX)

William Conkling Ladd Jr. (Brewster, MA)
Vincent J. LePorelll (CoronaDel Mar, CA)
Maria Gulovich Liu (Oxnard, CA)

Betty B. Manning (Chapel Hill, NC)

K. Melisa Martell (Poolesville, MD)
Vivian Mattox (Washington, DC)

Harry Miller (Fallbrook, CA)

Audrey C. Smith (Alexandria, VA)

Alan N. Snyder (Wilmington, NC)

John Suggs (Washington, DC)

Kerry Thompson (Melrose, MA)

Carolyn Trechter (Dallas, TX)

Sherry Lee Trechter (Washington, DC)

OSSer Recalls WWII Service

t' sbeen 50 years since 82-year-old Edwin Poitras |eaped

into the night sky over France and effectively vanished
into thin air. As reported in the Boston Herdd, he said: “I
didn’t do it for the glory. After al, somebody had to do it.”
When he was 19, he enlisted in the Navy, but was eventu-
ally recruited by the Office of Strategic Services. The son
of aFrench mother and Canadian father, Poitras had grown
up speaking French at home, making him an ided candi-
date to help the resistance. So he was packed off totrainin
Britain, where hewas one of 34 recruits, all of whom knew
each other only by code. Edwin Poitras ceased to exist. To
the OSS, he was smply “X471.”

“Weweretold if we got caught, we were on our own,”
he said. “The United States government didn’t know us.”
With that ominous warning, “X471" parachuted alone be-
hind enemy lines into northern France on May 2, 1944,
five weeks before the D-Day invasion, and spent the next

The OSS Society, Inc.
6723 Whittier Ave., Suite 303-A
McLean, VA 22101-4533
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Edwin Poitrasviewsa paintingin hishonor
accompanied by Middlesex Community College
President Carole Cowanin Lowell, Mass.

four months gathering intelligence and helping train re-

sistance fighters. He is the recipient of the Navy Cross
and the United Kingdom’ s Conspicuous Gallantry Meda.
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