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In Memoriam

a Herbert Avedon died May 20, 2004 in
Rockville, Maryland. Avedon, senior vice presi-
dent of The OSS Society, was operational officer
with the 2671st Special Reconnaissance Battalion
and served with OSS for 23 months in Italy. A
memorial service was held at Fort Meyer in the
Old Post Chapel, with burial at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery on July 21st.

The Rev. Dr. Jacob Boris Berlin, 80,
died May 29, 2004, in Augusta, Georgia.
During World War II he served with
OSS as a Jedburgh and was a member
of the Ammonia Mission dropped into
southern France to report on the 2nd
SS Panzer Division. For the next two
weeks in the town of St. Natharene, the
team was hidden in a secret wall of the
home of a French family until the Nazis left
the area. They then begin their mission train-
ing local men in sabotage delaying the
panzers advance towards Normandy by sev-
eral weeks. For his work he was awarded the
Croix de Guerre. Berlin was sent to China
behind the lines where he was captured and
spent the rest of the war as a prisoner of the
Japanese. After the war he became an Episco-
palian minister.

Patricia D. Bethke, 87, of Sarasota Fla.,
died August 13, 2004. She was born in Chicago
and came to Sarasota three years ago from Vail Colo-
rado. She was a graduate of the University of Chi-
cago. During World War II she worked encoding
secret messages for the OSS in New York City. She
was an honorary member of the Mortarboard Soci-
ety, and a member of the League of Women Voters,
the Cub Scouts and other organizations. Survivors
include sons Robert D. of Nokomis and William M.
of Mountain Lakes, N.J.

Joseph (Joe) de Francesco died July 24, 2004
in Dublin, Ohio from a massive stroke. His wife,
Florence and a daughter survive him. Joe was origi-
nally in the French army, later moved to South Caro-
lina. During World War II he was a member of the
OSS Jedburgh team stationed in France near the
Swiss border. Two other members of his team, Phil
Donovan and Mike Hanley, are still alive and attended
the June Jed reunion in England with de Francesco.

Charles Fenn, 97, died May 29, 2004 at
his home in Schull, Ireland. In various stages of
his life he was a bell-boy on the Cunard Line, a
press photographer in China, a textile salesman,
a member of the U.S. Marine Corps, an OSS
agent in China, a successful businessman in
Hong Kong, and later in the UK, a novelist and
playwright. His latest book, At the Dragon’s
Gate , will be published posthumously. Fenn
joined the OSS in 1943 as a Marine Corps cap-
tain and worked in Vietnam. During this time
he recruited Ho Chi Minh, with whom he be-
came close friends. Ho was instrumental in res-
cuing 17 U.S. pilots in Vietnam before the war
ended. Fenn is survived by two daughters Alyn
and Kathy, and son Kerry.

 William Henry Green Jr. , 83, died June
27, 2004 in Corpus Christi Tex. As a young man,
Green broke horses for the Army and as a mem-
ber of the Texas National Guard. Later he joined
the Army and was assigned to the CBI theater
with the OSS. He was injured during the war
and was awarded the Purple Heart. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Kathy, and two children.

Russell Ingman Hare Jr.  died in Au-
gust 2004 in San Jose, Cal. He was born in Paris,
France and attended the American School of
Paris. He entered Harvard University in Sep-
tember 1940 and left to join the U.S. Army in

1943. Due to his fluency in the French language, he
was assigned to the OSS and returned to Europe as a
cryptographer. He saw duty in France, Algiers, Italy,
and China. His first wife, Jaqueline Borre, was an
OSS counterintelligence agent. Following his dis-
charge from the OSS in late 1945, he returned to
Harvard and graduated in 1947. Hare moved to
Southern California where he formed his own con-
sulting firm.

Paul M. Kattenburg, 81, a retired career for-
eign service agent, who since 1973 had taught po-
litical science and international studies at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, died June 12 while aboard
a cruise ship in Moscow. Dr. Kattenburg, who lived
in Columbia, South Carolina, had been vacationing
in Russia and was about to embark on a tour of the
Volga River when he was stricken by a heart attack.
Dr. Kattenburg was born in Belgium, graduated from
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the University of North Carolina in 1943, and served
in the U.S. Army during World War II, detailed to
the OSS. He received a master’s degree in interna-
tional relations from George Washington University
in 1946 and a doctorate in the same discipline from
Yale University in 1949. He spent about a year en-
gaged in postdoctoral field research in Indonesia
before joining the State Department in 1950 as a re-
search specialist on Southeast Asia. He later joined
the foreign service and received assignments as a po-
litical officer in Saigon, Vietnam, Manila, and Germany.

Wilbert Hiroshi Kishinami, 91, died June 7,
2004 in Waialua, Hi. He was a member of the OSS
and served in the CBI theater. After the war he was
founder of the Waialua Federal Credit Union. He is
survived by his wife, Edythe, and one son.

Col. James R. “Jim” Locke  (USAF ret.) died
July 20, 2004 at age 87 in San Antonio, Tex. Col.
Locke attended St. Mary’s University in San Anto-
nio from 1939-41 on a football/basketball scholar-
ship. His military service included Army intelligence,
OSS, Chief of the Interrogation Branch for the War
Crimes Commission in the Pacific Theater, Military
Police, Provost Marshal, and Air Police/Security
Police Squadron Commander until his retirement
from Kelly Air Force Base in 1970.

Paul J. Mackey, 82, died August 13, 2004, at
Blake Medical Center, Bradenton, Florida. He re-
tired from Dale Carnegie and Associates, Inc., Gar-
den City, N.Y. in 1987, where he served as Vice Presi-
dent of Instruction International. During World
War II he was an infantry officer and served with
the OSS. He spent six months in the mountains of
Greece during the German occupation of that coun-
try. He also served in the 513th Parachute Infantry,
17th Airborne Division, during the crossing of the
Rhine River and the final weeks of World War II in
Europe. Dr. Mackey was discharged from the ser-
vice as a captain, Parachute Infantry. He was
awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

George W. Overton, who dedicated his career
to professional ethics, died June 16, 2004 at age 86
in Chicago, Ill. Born and raised in privilege, he had
an abiding concern for those caught behind eco-
nomic, gender, and racial barriers. World War II in-
terrupted his studies at the University of Chicago
Law School. He was drafted into the Army and trans-

ferred to the OSS. He spent the war years monitoring
German communications to identify sabotage targets.
After the war he earned his law degree and spent the
next five decades working on commercial litigation. He
is survived by his wife and three children.

Bruce E. Saunders , 87, died in Orlando,
Florida, Aug. 24, 2004. He was inducted into the U.S.
Army in 1941 and trained as a radio operator. He
completed officer candidate school and was commis-
sioned as a communications officer. In 1944 he served
as a radio operator for OSS detachment 101 in Burma,
behind Japanese lines. After the war he was stationed
in Shanghai and eventually joined CIA, serving in
Cyprus and Taiwan. Internment will be held at Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

Gordon Shepard, 90, longtime St. Paul, Minn.
lawyer who served on the boards of a number of civic
organizations, died June 29, 2004 in St. Paul. Shepard
collapsed June 23 while walking the family dog and
was hospitalized until his death. He was a graduate
of Williams College in Mass., Yale Law School, and
Harvard Business School.

During the war, Shepard served as a first
lieutentant with Detachment 101 behind Japanese
lines in Burma. In his role, Gordon Shepard recruited
various Kachin tribesmen, hiding for months in the
mountains with an interpreter. He and a small num-
ber of other 101ers won over many thousands of
Burmese in the campaign.

In Shepard’s own words, “It was our function
with native troops to find where [the Japanese] might
be and get in touch with the Air Force and bomb
them.” In one particular battle, Shepard and the
Kachins were under assault by Japanese machine gun
fire and heavy artillery. Yet, while repeatedly out-
numbered and fighting against the better-equipped
forces, Detachment 101 and its tribal partners
helped rout the Japanese from 10,000 square miles
in Burma. Soon afterward, Shepard received the
Bronze Star for meritorious service in action.
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OSS “Spook’s” Heroism Cited in
Balkans Conflict

The Columbus, Ohio, Dispatch ran the following story
of an OSS operator, Art Jibilian:
In the vernacular of espionage, he was a “spook,” a

World War II shadow soldier whose field of operations
knew neither front lines nor rear. In 1943, a recruiter in
the Office of Strategic Services told Art Jibilian, “Some-
times we will drop you by parachute. Sometime you will
go by submarine. You’ll have a 50-50 chance of making it
back.” Today Jibilian recalls, “He didn’t pull any punches.
He told me that the OSS desperately needed radio op-
erators.”

Dispatched to the Balkans after jump school, Jibilian
was dropped into German-occupied Yugoslavia in the
spring of 1944. He ran headlong into a German offensive
to wipe out resistance fighters and Allied intelligence op-
eratives. Jibilian and partisan soldiers, retreating before
the enemy advance, fought an 11-day gun battle to try to
seek cover in mountain forests with a small group of
downed U.S. fliers.

After two months of hiding, he and his companions
made it to the safety of friendly forces. Jibilian was awarded
the Silver Star for his role in the operation.

American Volunteer Group
Tigers Fly Again

Five American Volunteer Group (AVG) Flying Tiger
pilots flew again the shark-nosed P-40 aircraft in which

they fought the Japanese Air Force in the skies over China,
Burma, and Thailand and protected OSS detachments
throughout China more than 60 years ago. The five Tigers
agreed that it was great to get back into the cockpit, and
wonderful to be able to take the controls and fly the P-40.
“Like a bicycle,” Flying Tiger Association President Dick
Rossi said, “it all seemed natural after a short while.”

Rossi last flew a P-40 in July 1942, when the AVG
was disbanded. “The airplane looked great and sounded
great,” Peter Wright said. “The most evocative thing was
the old airplane smell—gasoline, hot metal, and paint. It
was just right. It was what brought back the memories.”

The occasion was the AVG Flying Tiger Associa-
tion reunion in Central Florida in April 2004. The event
was attended by 21 of the 36 surviving AVG members.
When it went into action after 7 December 1941, the AVG
was comprised of less than 100 pilots and 200 ground crew.
The AVG was disbanded on 4 July 1942.

OSS Veteran Paratrooper Honored
at Special Ops Meet

Fort Bragg paratroopers celebrated the creation of the
Army’s airborne forces on August 16 with a ceremony

at the Airborne & Special Operations Museum,
Fayetteville, North Carolina. After the ceremony, para-
troopers thanked Louie Davis, 82, of Columbus, Georgia,
who participated in the Army’s first official parachute jump
on August 16, 1940.

Davis, who was 19 at the time, almost didn’t jump.
“Every time I would see someone jump out, my stomach
would come up,” he said. So he turned to tell the
jumpmaster that he wasn’t going to jump when the in-
structor hit him on the back and knocked him out of the
plane. Once the parachute opened, Davis said, he relaxed
and enjoyed the view. “I know I had a grin on my face
from ear to ear,” he said.

Davis went on to join the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices, a precursor to the Special Operations Command that
performed special operations missions during World
War II. He said, “It means a lot. It is one of the highlights
of my life. I am thankful to be here.”

F lying Tiger pilot
Charles D. Mott ,

one of the first to bring
war to the Japanese when
he led an American Vol-
unteer Group (AVG)
against their airfields in
Thailand, died at his
home in Vienna, Va., July
30, 2004. Mott was the
also the first American
airman to be captured by
the Japanese on the
Southeast Asian mainland
when his plane crashed during an attack on a Japanese
airbase in Thailand. He spent three years in a Japanese
POW camp.

Shortly before the war ended, with the help of Free
Thai guerillas, Mott walked out of the infamous POW camp
on the River Kwai and joined a small Thai and American
team at an OSS strip in the jungle. There he found 300
Free Thai and three OSS officers who named Mott the
unit’s “airdrome officer.” Mott stayed with the OSS until
he was evacuated three months after the war ended. q

q

Flying Tiger Pilot Dies;
Rescued by Det. 101

AVG Pilot Charles Mott
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Stories of Slovakian Tragedy Described in Cleveland Plain Dealer
by Elizabeth Sullivan

This is the saga of the doomed U.S.
Office of Strategic Services mis-

sion in the mountains of Slovakia, the
months-long flight through the moun-
tains, shoes falling off frostbitten feet
and subsequent capture, execution,
and incineration at the Mauthausen
concentration camp in Austria of the
rest of team.

The OSS mission was led by
South Carolina cotton magnate Holt
Green, and accompanied by Associ-
ated Press correspondent Joe Morton.
It is one of the most extraordinary,
least-known episodes of the waning
days of World War II in Europe and
the start of the Cold War.

In  a way, the Cold War was born
in central Slovakia, where a national-
ist rebellion briefly flared and died as
Soviets and Ukrainian operatives vied
with Americans and Brits to win the
fealty of the people in terrain already
ceded to Moscow.

The Slovak uprising that started 60 years ago in the
town of  Banska Bystrica sputtered badly by October as
German forces closed in, and the OSS mission found itself
cut off and forced to flee into the mountains.

“They didn’t anticipate the furious German reaction,”
says author Jim Downs who researched the events.  “The
Germans brought in elements of five divisions. They were
so well equipped and disciplined, they just crushed the
Slovak opposition.” SS units prowled the countryside, ex-
ecuting whole villages of suspected partisan sympathizers
and families sheltering Jews while looking for the Allied
mission.

The OSS team included Clevelander Joe Horvath,
whose family had moved from Polomka when he was nine
years old. Twenty-five years later, he was back, spending
Christmas in a hunting shack, which was the OSS head-
quarters, in the hills above the war-torn village. There the
mission was betrayed to the Nazis and the bulk of its par-
ticipants were captured as they tarried an extra day, wait-
ing for an overdue airdrop of provisions.

Horvath’s younger brother Rudy, now retired and liv-
ing in Arkansas, says his cousin in Polomka later told the
family he had wanted Joe to move on, that the shack wasn’t
safe because too many people knew the soldiers were there.

Another who was worried about security, according
to the team survivors was Joe Morton, AP reporter who

had talked his way onto the OSS mission at the last minute,
carrying his typewriter on the run for weeks before having
to abandon it.

Maria Gulovich Liu, the blue-eyed daughter of a
Greek Catholic village priest who later won a Bronze Star
for bravery for her assistance to the mission, had left the
hut Christmas afternoon with a group returning to set flares
for the expected supply drop.

“Joe Morton walked with us half an hour or longer,
and then he said, ‘Well, I have to go back,’ and we hugged.
And he looked so sad,” recalls Liu, now 83 and living in
California.  That was the last time she saw him.

She later helped the rest of the team to a Soviet en-
campment from which they were rescued by Allied forces.

Picture Here

Maria Gulovich Liu stands beside the cabin in the Tatra mountains, Slovakia,
where the OSS team was captured  by the Nazis. The occasion was an OSS
memorial visit to the scene in 1994.
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New OSS Society Members

We welcome these OSS vets and lineals who have joined the Society:
Kenneth Bailey (OSS veteran), Atlantic Highlands, NJ
Thomas J. Bennett, N. Vernon, IL
Anne Robichaud Black, Charlotte, NC
Elizabeth Boody, Washington, DC
Francis J. Derocher (OSS veteran), Bark River, MI
Patricia Ely, Wilton, CT
Thomas R. Elliott, Plano, TX
Camella Gaglioti-Beiter, Hopedale, MA
Christine Colby Giraudo, Washington, DC
Christina Sophia Hart, Bainbridge Island, WA
Karina Winifred Hart, Seattle, WA
Karl Kalassay (OSS veteran), Palm Beach, FL
David J. Kalassay, Virginia Beach, VA
Victoria E. Williams, Falls Church, VA
Mary M. Gardiner, Charlottesville, VA
Kathleen Gibboney, Cincinnati, OH
Hon. Marcy Kaptur, Toledo, OH
Joan Lindley Kimmel, Greensboro, NC
Worth Pendleton Lindley Kimmel, Reidsville, NC
Jefrey A. Kos, Park Ridge, IL

Brenda Gardner Lalonde, Ogdensburg, NY
Roger C. L’Hereault (OSS veteran), Sun City West, AZ
Ben K. Luck (OSS veteran), Portales, NM
Diana Luck, Aztec, NM
Deanna Mandel, Dixon, IL
Susan Smith McConnell, Richmond, VA
Leon C. Messenger (OSS veteran), Oakton, VA
Josephine Amico Messina, West End, NC
Victor Miller (OSS veteran), Jacksonville, AL
Michael P. Paris, McLean, VA
Armand R. Poyant (OSS veteran), McLean, VA
G. Amaris Price, Manassas Park, VA
Martha B. Ransom, Alexandria, VA
Chadd Rupp, Tampa, FL
Jeffrey W. Russell, Roy, UT
Mike Simon, Louisville, OH
Anthony Sirtaut (OSS veteran), Wheaton, IL
Barbara Anne Smith, St. Louis, MO
Susan M. Suso, Akron, OH
Charles B. Wagner (OSS veteran), Norfolk, VA

Poem from Young OSS Fan

Just thought I’d write about how I feel about the OSS.  I
wish my papa who served in OSS had shared more, but

that was not to be.
The OSS
They now have a place in history,
Although many of their exploits are still a mystery
They were and are our nation’s best.
We will never forget the men and women of the OSS.

Maria Melenzio Kensey

101 Holiday Lunch

Detachment 101 and The OSS Society will hold their
annual Christmas get-together with family and friends

on Wednesday, 8 December, 2004 at 1200 hours at the
Ft. Myer Officer’s Club. For further information, check
with Alger Ellis at 703-243-4052.

OSS Society Officers
John H. Waller: Chairman
Charles T. Pinck: President
Willis S. Georgia III: Treasurer
Aloysia P. Hamalainen: Secretary

OSS Board Meeting/Reunion at
Congressional Country Club

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of The
OSS Society is scheduled Sunday, Sept. 26, 2004 at

10 a.m. followed by a reunion of Society members living
in the area. It will be at the Congressional Country Club,
8500 River Road, Bethesda, Md., the wartime setting for
OSS training, including blowing up the golf course greens.
A brunch will be served at noon. The cost is $18.50 per
person. Two authors will be signing their books at the club:
Elizabeth McIntosh, Sisterhood of Spies and Roger Hall,
You’re Stepping on My Cloak and Dagger.
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Help Wanted – by OSSers and Others

• I AM T RYING TO LOCATE information on my father,
Donato F. Lavanga, a member of the U.S. Army and
the OSS, stationed in France. I do not have informa-
tion as to his company while overseas. He was born in
Italy and became a U.S. citizen prior to his signing up
for military service. I would like to put together
information about his military service. P.D. Lavanga,
Yardley, PA - patlav@aol.com.

• LOOKING TO SEE if my late father-in-law was OSS or if
my imagination is just too vivid. His name was Major
Alfred August Kohler, USAAF, from Texas. He was
supposed to have been stationed in the CBI theater as
a commissary officer. Post-war, he was assigned to
Munich. Does he sound familiar to any members?
John Tindall - phredclick@aol.com

• I AM DOING RESEARCH on women that served in the
OSS during WWII in the European theater, and
particularly D-Day. I would love to hear any personal
stories from those women in the OSS or from family
members or friends. Nicki Kurfman -
ngaskurf@msn.com

• I AM T RYING TO GET  INFORMATION about my grandfather,
Lt. Col. Raymond George Doucett, who was a
member of OSS (he was a major at the time)  and his
military career. Elizabeth Dozier - 714-736-0870.

• DOES ANYONE REMEMBER a Col. Hutton from the
Burma campaign? John Anest - 8000017@att.net

• I AM LOOKING FOR INFORMATION regarding my great-
uncle Max S. Polin. He was the President of Cathay
Oil Company and a member of the Board of Directors
of the China National Aircraft Corp. prior to WWII.
He was interned by the Japanese early in WWII, but
was later exchanged aboard the SS Gripsholm. I have
been told that he became a member of the OSS due to
his extensive knowledge of Asia and because he spoke
multiple Chinese dialects. I am also trying to deter-
mine the camp in which he was interned. Packard
Polin - pacjan@comcast.net

• I WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE to hear from - or about -
any veterans of the Deer Team, or any members of
OSS who worked either in Vietnam or in China. I’m
particularly interested in anything about Ho Chi Minh.
Steve Haisman - stevehaisman@aol.com.

• I AM WRITING A PAPER on the Danish Jedburgh Mis-
sion in 1945, and would appreciate any information on
Major Riis OSS and Major Verschoor OSS who
were mentioned in the SOE files on the mission.
Original Milton Hall-trained Jeds who were involved
were LTC Hod Fuller USMC, Capt Doug Bazata,

and Capt Bill Pietsch. The files also mention OSS
W/T operators, but cannot identify them by name;
possibly Poitras, Larosse, and Litallan. Only one
team was deployed under the British Lt. Col. An-
drew Croft and this was to observe the German
surrender. Training of the Danish Jeds was carried out
at Hatherop Castle STS 45 near Fairford in
Gloucestershire. Steven Kippax -
stevenkippax@yahoo.co.UK

• I AM A STUDENT AT  DENISON UNIVERSITY. I am
writing to request interviews with any individuals
who had contact in the war with partisans in France,
Yogoslavia, or the Soviet Union. This is for a major
research project and I would appreciate any help.
Brendon Corcoran - corcorb@denison.edu.

• JOANNA MENDEZ IS ASSEMBLING a life story of Eloise
Randolph Page, whose intelligence career spanned
half a century, starting as special secretary to General
Donovan, and ending in CIA as one of the agency’s
top operations executives and first woman chief of
station in Athens. Joanna is looking for early photo-
graphs of Page, from her childhood to OSS days.
Contact her at pleasantvalley@erols.com.

• I AM BEGINNING RESEARCH on the OSS Operational
Groups , and I would love to hear from all OGs
(including family members) regardless of the geo-
graphical location where they served, be it China,
Burma, France, Italy, Yugoslavia, or Greece. Troy
Sacquety - 703-669-5369.

• I AM T RYING TO LOCATE information about my grand-
father, Robert Melvin Simpson, and his service
during WWII. According to his memoirs, he served in
the OSS in the China/Burma/India theatre from 1943
to November 1945. He was a recipient of the Silver
Star. Thank you in advance for any help you might be
able to provide. Laura Hardenbrook@yahoo.com.

• I AM A FRENCH REPORTER and writer, based in Paris,
France looking for contacts and information about the
life and missions of OSS agent Virginia Hall during
World War II, helping French Resistance and serving
both British SOE and American OSS. I would be very
interested if anybody—OSSers, Hall’s relatives,
friends or historians could provide me some help,
some materials, or suggest any contacts for my
international research. With great thanks in advance,
please contact me at: vincent.nouzille@wanadoo.fr.

•   CAN YOU HELP ME RESEARCH the OSS contribution of my
grandfather, Lt. Col. Charles H. Race, Chemical War-
fare Service? I believe he was on the intial staff estab-
lished in Ireland. - herbert.race@navy.mil.
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A ceremony commemorating the 60thanniversary of
 OSS Union II Mission to the Haute Savoie in Au-

gust 1944 was held at the Col D’Saisies, France, followed
by a memorial ceremony at Centron. Here an OSS mis-
sion comprised of Major Peter J.
Ortiz, Sgt. Major John P. Bodnar,
and Jack Risler “saved” the town
when they agreed to surrender to a
German company on the
gentleman’s agreement that no
harm would come to the town or its
inhabitants.

At the ceremony at Col
D’Saisies, the two surviving mem-
bers of the mission, Bodnar and
Risler, were awarded the Legion
D’Honneur for their heroic actions.
Highlights included a French jet
flyover, and a re-creation of their
parachute jump by a platoon of
French paratroopers.

Our correspondent, Major
Steven L. White (USMC) with Marine Forces, Europe,
writes:

We were successful in getting Col. Peter J. Ortiz’
widow, Lt. Col. P.J. Ortiz Jr., (USMC Ret.) and his wife,
Sgt. Maj. and Mrs. John Bodnar, and Jack Risler, his son

Neil and his wife to attend the event. The award of the
Legion d’Honneur to Bodnar and Risler was kept a secret
from them until the morning of the event. The surprise
was wonderful! In addition to the ceremony on the Col

D’Saises where a crowd of 2,500
turned up, we organized a dinner cruise
for the veterans and the Marine Forces,
Europe. Following the ceremony all
proceeded to Centron, the town Union
II members saved. Marine Forces, Eu-
rope presented a plaque to the town
mayor in honor of Colonel Ortiz and
the mission.  The mayor of Centron
opened his town hall to us, and Sgt.
Maj. Bodnar and Mr. Risler gave a
summary of their wartime activities
for our Marines. On Sunday I was
privileged to take Mrs. Ortiz and
veterans and their families back to
Centron were Mrs. Ortiz threw seven
white roses into the Isere River in
honor of the seven members of the

mission.  For me personally meeting some of my he-
roes and their families was a wonderful experience, and
I am truly honored to have been able to play the role of
“traffic cop” in helping organize this event.

OSS Mission to Haute Savoie Honored at Ceremony in France

Two OSS Heros: Jack Risler (left) and Sgt.
Maj. John Bodnar at the 60th anniversary
of their mission to Haute Savoie.


